THE BISHOP  OF  BIRMINGHAM
when the earth was ready to support life, created primitive forms
of life to exist upon it. " New things emerge within and through the
natural order." In the fascinating chapters which he devotes to
the origin of life he goes into the various theories that have been
put forward. His own idea appears to be that there was " a
gradual ascent to life during which colloidal (gluey) carbon
compounds became living things/' as the hot, heavy gases
which covered the cooling earth more than a thousand million
years ago dispersed. But the origin of life is still a mystery.
Like all origins, it is hidden from us. But, writes Dr. Barnes,
" There is behind Nature, as it seems to me, a Power who has
created and guided and still sustains. His ways are wonderful
and our understanding of them will always be partial. The
mystery of life is unsolved, probably insoluble. As I see the matter,
life and mind are the supreme manifestations of God's creative
might."
It is not, of course, within the scope of this essay to follow
Dr. Barnes as he traces the path of evolution in the animal and
vegetable kingdom through countless millions of years; from
the earliest living organism squirming in the hot slkne of the
primeval swamp, to the higher mammals, culminating in man
himself. There can, says Dr, Barnes, " be no doubt as to the fact
of evolution. The careful arguments marshalled by Charles
Darwin and the knowledge of animate nature accumulated since
his day have finally convinced all qualified biologists that species
are not immutable. Henceforth all educated men will agree that
the constitution of organism is not something permanent. As the
generations of living creatures pass, new varieties develop, . . ,
The same power and process which shaped elephant and tiger,
horse and deer, shaped man also/*
In a sermon at Westminster Abbey Dr. Barnes said : " To-day
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